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PARTIL 


Wherein theſe QUERIES are conſidered. 


IV. Wherher Kneeling commanded in the Church of 
not contrary to the general Praftice 
th Church of Chriſtin the firſt «2d pureſt Ages 7 
V. Whether it be unlawful for us to Receive Kneeling, | 
becauſe this Geſture was firſt introduced by Idolaters, 
and is ſtill notoriouſly abuſed by the Papilts to Idola- 


trous ends and purpoſes. T F 
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Diſpute upon 


* pactof 1200 years. 


1220, So allo another great Champion for fitting 
Gil. Diſp. Didoclavius maintaineth ( faith he ) that which none of our of 
againſt Eng. poſiter are able to infringe, viz. That ns Teſtimony can be 
TOP. _ þ which may evince that Ts uſed before the tine 
——_— 4. Norius the Third. be turther obſerves from the Hi 
tis. x.c. 1. Waldenſes, That bowing of the Knees before the Hoſt was 
enjoyned, when the opinion of Tranſubſtantiation- got place. 
Practice of the Church in the firſt and pureſt 1 
they mean thus much : That from , 
files lived, down to that wherein Teanſubſtamiation was ſet on 
or that wherein Honorius the Third ewjoyned the Adoration 'of 
Hoſt, Kneeling in the ati of Receiving the Lords Supper was never 


beard of nor uſed ; or as one Author expreſly offorts it , till the 
1220. Howloever, for ſurencls ſake, and'm order to the 
ing of this matter under our prefent Confideration , 1 thirlk tt 
will be requiſite to fix the time/whercin Tranſubttantiation was 
firſt broacht,' as well as when C——_— Xewpoſed as 


an Article of Faithz and ſo too wherein Adoration 

the Hoſt 'was enjoyned : whereby the juſt boands 

will be known, beyond which we are not to paſs to fetch "in 
ofoace 3 th icy-wil be prevenrel 


All cavi Cif 1 | [3071 "24 
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ay (Hicly elle? n+ (he qudgrnenc Of 'n very 
—_— otown, Sw deliversafcer thiorhanicer. - 
i195, Papal. 3- fnbftanimitihn 7 bro! bet 
ban. 7p. 06 aehe! 6f-the wricſen 
1675.0.53.54. Of it 8bth Iverncdnowledgs,! 
of before the twelfth Century, Nay, tha 
without the Wor chat the DiX/Mewithoor the Ex 
nor be proved frant Scripture , "is ingenuonſly 
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by the Biſhops of France , That the 
tually made the Body of Chriſt 3 which being a meat 
Mind, and not-of the Belly, is not corrupted, but remaineth 
unto everlaſting life. From whence we may learn ( as alſo from 
the Writings of ſeveral Learned men of that Age who 

theſe Dotages of the Corporal preſence ) that the Weſtern 
Church had not then adulterated the DoQrrine of the Sacra- 
ment, but followed the and ſound ſence of the Ancient 
Fathers, and condemned theſe Whimſcys and groſs conceits of 
the carnal or Oral cating of Chriſt in the Sacrament. Nay, in 
the year 1079, when Flldebrand called Gregory the 7th came' 
to the Papal Chair , the Biſhops and DoQtors were divided in 
their Opinions concerning the Corporal Preſence z —_— 
taining arixs his opinion who denied it, and ſome ftollow- 
ing that of Paſchefias, as appears from the Ads of that Coun- 
cil ( writ by thoſe of the Popes FaQtion ) which was called on 
purpoſe to condemn Berengarixs, Moreover, it's recorded that 
Hildebrand himſelf doubted whether what we receive at the 
Lords Table be indeed the Body of Chriſt by a ſubſtantial con- 
verſion, For three months ſpace was granted to Berengariws to 
conſider in 3 and a Faſt appointed to the Cardinals , That God 
would ſhew by ſome ſign from Heaven who was in the right, 
the Pope or Berengarius. It ſeems the DoQtrine of the' 
Infallibility was not known to that Age 3 and that of the-Cor- 
poral preſence much doubted. But however, thus much we may 
conclude upon, That from the dark and myſterious Writings of 
thoſe men, Paſchaſius and Amalarius, did that monſtrous Errour 
of Tranſubſtantiation ſpring, which afterwards came to be eſta- 
bliſhcd as an Article of Faith in the Church of Rome. - 

As to the time then wherein we are to contain this Diſcourſe, 
it{hall be the firſt 500 years after Chriſt 3 and to Authors onely 
that liv'd within that compaſs, I will appeal for evidence in the 
matter under diſpute: and fſarely our Diſſenting Brethren will 
allow that they lived in the firſt and pureſt Ages, becauſe they 
; wcie 
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; 5 erp were hatcht, much leſs received or cftabliſhe in 
If 1 would take all the adva that our Adverfaries gi 

us, I need not confine my (elf within ſo narrow a com For , 
they challenge us to produce one inſtance for Kneeling FE, 
days of Honorius the Third , who lived 1220 -or thereabouts 3 -— 
and confidently affirm Kneeling was neyer heard of nor uſed b; 
for 1200 years after Chrift, I hope therefore they will nor 
complain of foul dealing, or that ] rain the point, I give 
away 500 _ , Meas the pure —_—_— gps ne aith 
touching the Holy Sacramengbegan to decline, and was by va- 
x Tg. and tricks at laſt Las conmpred Which — 
liberality 1 need not have exerciſed, but that I deſign purely to 
convince , not to contend. Let us therefore bring this matter 
under examination, and ſee what the practice of the Church 
was within the compaſs of 700 years after Chriſt 3 or, which 
is all one, in the firſt and pureſt Ages. And what I ſhall 
duce out of Antiquity, may be conveniently placed under 

two general Heads, according to the method propoſed in the be- 
gi of this Diſcourle, 


- (1) That nowithſtanding ſeveral Nonconformiſts , well c- 
ſicemed of for Learning, have in their Writings boldly afferted 6 
Kneeling to be contrary to all Antiquity 3 it is highly probable 
the Primitive Chriſtians did Kneel in the aQ of Receiving, as 
the Caſtom is in the Church of England. 
(2) Ir's certain they uſed an ing poſture, ve. 


As tothe firſt, I hope I ſhall beable ro make it good by this 
following Account which I ſhall give with all poſlible plainneſs 
and ſincerity. And I declare hand to all the World, that 
I will offer nothing tor ſatisfation to others , which 1 do not 
think in my Conſcience to be true 3 and that | would not uſe 
a Fallacy to ſerve the Qauſe, though | were ſure it could never 
be detected by any of our Separating Brethren, In the firſt 
place, for the hirſt Century or 100 years wherein our Lord and _ 
his Apoſtles lived , the Scripture hath left us in the dark, and _— 
under great uncertainty what the particular Geſture was which _ 
they uſed at. the Inſtitution and COTE of the Holy Sacra- | 


ment 3 
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Part 1. p. 17. ment which Ithink 1 have ſufficiently evinced in my Anſwers 
to the fiſt and ſecond Query. 
In the next place, I defire thoſe who urge a common Table- 
gefture, and particularly Sitting ( which was a uſual poſture at 
Meals among thoſe Eaſter Nations as well as among us now ) 
to obſerve, that Sitting was eſteemed a very irreverend Poſture 
to be uſed in the Worlkip and Service of God by the Primi- 
tive Church 3 of which I (hall give a 
Which met under Pope Sylveſter 1. be-" few inftances, The ancient Loadicean 
tween the Neoceſarian Synod and the firſt G09 Ending great inconveniencics to 
general Council of Nice; that 1s, riſe from th Feafts which 
the years 314 and 325, as fome learned. 4T"C Trom me Love-Feaus were 
men think ; or Anne Dom. 365. after the kept at the ſame time with the Lords 
firſt general Nicene Council, as others. Supper, prohibited abſolutely the faid 
| Featts, and the lying upon Coughes in 
the Church; as their manner was of Solemnizing thoſe Feaſts, 
Can. 28, The words of the Canon are theſe : The Feaſts of Charity ought 
not to be kypt in the Lords Howſe or in the Church , neither may ye 
eat or make Concher in the Houſe of God, This was afterward 
forbidden by the Comncil of Carthage ; and the Decrees of both 
theſe Provincial or National Councils were ratified by the 6th 
Trullan Comncil, and that under the pain of Excommunication : 
upon which in ſome time the Cuſtom dwindled to nothing, 
Now the Reafons which induced theſe holy Biſhops and an- 
cient Fathers to prohibit theſe Feaſts of Charity , and the uſe 
of a diſcambing poſture upon Beds or Couches. in the Houſe 
of God, ( which was too, an ordinaxy Table-geſtuze according 
to the cuſtome of thoſe times ) were in all probability taken 
from the Diſorder and Irrevexence , the Animoſitics and Exceſs 
that accompanied theſe Feaſts, and which both poor and rich 
were guilty of : They did not diſtinguiſh between their fpiri- 
rual and corporal Food , between the Lords and an Or. 
dinary Meal 3 they did not diſcern the Lord: as St. Paxl 
(peaks : and Jam apt to think that the ſame which had 
crept in fo early into the Church of Corinth, and which St. Paxl 
took notice of and _—_ , continued and ſpread till the 
Church by her Cenſures and Decrees*c.ppoſed the 
_ evil, androotcd up the cauſes of fuch ni baaets . 
To theſe Canons of Councils, if we adde the Teſtimony of 
particular Biſhops, who lived in thoſe firſt Ages, and who fpeak 
not theis own private ſence and Opirions , but Cuſtores and 
Uſages 
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An _ Say, 37 Prayer or Praiſe, or recei- 
hy os Mate Gaal in the ſecond Century, which im- p;,, ans p. 
mediately ſucceeded that of the Apoſtles, ſeerns to hint that the 1 55. 

En he infos as concening the Cheifian Aden reading, 


os. wy , end ſend —— He doth me 
t the i Oct re Abt uſed 
at _— Payercbricocere pow not Six z ED 

t Kneel, for any thing h to the contrary. it's 
ow ry amon —_ the Sermon , and the rea- 


yo rat 
recs of Thapbila I 


out of the Goſpel were read nnts them : And partly from Sazomens 
Hiſtory, eters be acces i200 wayne laniochaine 
of Alexandria, that be did not riſe up when the Gofpels were 
read. 

But the fulleſt evidence Optatus Biſhop of Milevis affords us, pc wi 1 
by what he writes againſt Parmenianus the Donatift. For after 9, c.z 734- 
he had taxed him with Pride and Innovation, with a cenforious Flor For. A Des. 
uncharitable ſpirit which animated all his Traftates or Ser- 

mons to the people, he cites a pafſage out of the Pſalms., and 
applics it home to him, 7 Thes fog and fr 
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Of Kneeling at the Holy Sacrameni. = 
Plal.q9.in our keft againſt thy Brother, &c. in which place God reproves him 
Tranſl. 50 20. —_ 


— ts and defames his Brother : and therefore ſuch evil 
Schiff Donae, Teachers as you ( ſays he ) are more particularly pointed at in 
p. 78. Par. E- this Text 3 For the people are not licenſed to fit in the Charch. 
dit.An.D.355. This Text chiefly reſpe&s the Biſhops and Presbyters, who had 
_=_ _—_  onely a right and priviledge to fit in the Publick and Religious 
Oat, ©  Aﬀſemblies 3 but doth not concero the people , who ſtood all 
| the time, Now if it had not been a general and prevailing 
cuſtom among the Chriſtians of thole times, as well Heretical as 
Orthodox, to ſtand the whole time of Divine Service, and par- 
ticularly at the Leſſons and Sermons, Parmenianus might have 
eaſily retorted this Argument upon Optatws, as being weak, and 
concluding nothing againſt him in particular, but what might be 
charged in common upon all private Chriſtians who fate in the 

Church as well as he, 


Tom. 2.p.130, 
edit. Collon. 


Eo apponitur & jrreverentiz crimen &- 
ci ip aids 6 qd erent io, ocerence, which the very Heathen if 
afſidere ſub conſpetu contraque conſpe- fey did perceive well and mnderſtand what 
um ejus quem cum maxime reverearis we did, would take notice of. For if it 
ac venererIs 3 ms magis ſub con(| oh be irreverent to ſit in the preſence of, and 
— yr how Flud iveligjoffiimus eſt» 70 confront one whom you bave @ bigh re- 
niſi exprobramus Deo quod oratio fatiga- ſped and veneration for, How much more 
verit. Tertull. de Oratione, c. 12. trreligious is this Geſture in the fight of 
the living God , the Angel of Prayer yet 
ftanding by ! unleſi we think fit to upbraid God that Prayer bath 
E:ſcb, de vit. tired w. Adde to all this that ſaying of Conftantine the great, 
Conſt.mag. lib. recorded by Euſebins as an indication of the Piety ot that 
4 Þ- 409. Col. Chriltian Emperour , with which 1 will conclude this point, 
Allo», 1612. Jt was upon occaſion of a Panegyrick concerning the Sepulchre 
of our Saviour, delivered by Exſcbixs, not in the Church, but in 


the 


"ne 


the Palace of the Emperour i andthe Hiſtorian obſerves, to the- 
of this excellent Prince , that though it was x long and. 


yr vs oy cnn cough the Rmperonr was xml =_ 


fuſed, and ſtood attentively all the time, us the reſto te Aur 
ditory did ; affirming it to be wnfit to attend wpon any Diſc 
concerning God with eaſe and ſoftneſs and that it was very conſo- 
nant to Piety and Religion , that Diſcourſes about Divine things. 
ſhould be heard fi 
Thus much may affice for ſatisfaction, that the ancient: 
Church did by no means approve of Si ora common Tas 
ble-geſture, as fitting to be uſed in time of Divine Service, cx- 
cept at the reading of the Leſſons, and hearing of the Sermon 3 
which too was onely practiſed in ſome z. for in others the 
were not allowed to fit at all in their religious Aﬀemblies. 
hich Cuſtom is ſtill obſerved in moſt , if not all the. Eaſtern 


Churches at this day , wherein there are no Seats erected or al- | 


lowed for the uſe of the people. 
Now upon what hath been (aid, | ball onely make this brief 
Reflection, and fo proceed. If the Apoliles of our Lord had 


( in purſuance of their Commiſſion to teach all Nations ) in : 


their Travels throughout the World , every where taught and 
eſtabliſhed fitting or diſcumbing, ( which were the common 
Table- geſturcs according to the cuſtoms of thoſe Eaftern Coun- 
tries ) not onely as convenient, but as nectfſary; to-be_uſed in 
order to worthy receiving the Lords Supper it is a moſt range 
and unaccountable thing how there ſhould be ( x) Such an car- 
ly and univerſal Revolt of. the Priznitive Church from the Do» 
Grin and the Conſtitutions-of the holy Apoſiles 3 and then (2) 
what a high value and eſteem the Primitive Chri- 
Prove | the Apoſtles, the firtt founders of their Faith, and 
for all that paſſed under their names , it ſeems to me [not onely 
highly improbable, but morally impotlible, that ſo many-Chur- 
ches, together. with their reſpeCtive Biſhops and Paſtors dwel- 
ling in remote and diſtant Countries, ( not bialgd by FaQion, 
nor4wayed by a ſupcriour Authority , being perfectly free and 
independent one apon another) ſhould unanimouſly conſent and 
conſpire together to introduce a novel Cuftem into the Church 
of Chriſt, contrary to Apotiolical Practice and Order 3 and not 
onely ſo, but (3) to Cenſure the _—_ and. injunctions of di- 
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Of Kneeling at the Holy Sacrament. 
vincly-inſpired men, as indecent and unfit to be followed and 
obſerved in the pablick Worſhip of God : and all this without 
the leafi notice taken by , without any complaint or oppoſition 
from any particular perſon cither in the then preſcat or ſaccee- 


ding, gencration. 


(3) The Primitive Charch eftcemed the Holy Sacrament to 
b: the moſt folomr part of Chriſtian VV or{hip, as that which de- 
ſcrvedly challenged from them the utmott pitch of Devotion, 
and the hi degzve of Reverence that they could poſſibly pay 
and either with their Souls or Bodies. This is clear, 
partly thoſe Honorary Titles they beſtowed upon this Or- 


 dinanceand adom's it with , which import the | defe - 


rence and the moſt awful regard imagianble ; from that 
- =p k ten 
mens and Penitents with , before ſhe admitted chem into the 


partake of the Holy Myſteries. To be admitted to the Sacra- 
ment {o only a5 to behold it, and tobe preſent at chaſe Prayers 
which were put up by worthy Communicants uver the gueat 
Sacrifice, was heretofore accounted a high honour 
and privi : But to make one at this heavenly Feaſt, and to 
receive the pledges of our Lords love, was eſteemed the top and 
ion of Chriſtianity , and the extremity of honour and 
ppineſs that a Chriftian is capable of in this like. Hereto» 
fore ( with ſhame and reproach be it ſpoken to our Gupidly 
wicked and degenerate Age ) to be excluded from the *Holy 
Communion, was look'd upon as the greateſt curſe and puniſh- 
ment that could be inflicted : and on the other hand, to be a 
Communicart, to have a freedom of acceſs to the Loxds Table, 
as the greateſt blefling and moſt ample reward that could be 
ed ; the ſum of a Chriſtians hopes, the center of all 

his wiſhes during his abode herc. 


(4.) For ſtanding in time of Divine Service, both at their 
Prayers and at the Sacrament , there are ſo many and fo dear 
teſtimonies extant in puxe Antiquity , that a man muſt take a 
great deal of pains not to ſee this truth , who is never fo little 
converſant in theRecords of thoſe times : and in {uch a man 
it muſt be height of folly or impudence to deny it. + 

freng 
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IN Cons Rant CO or the common Table» 
geſture, do frankly own and that Standing was a 
poſture generally uſed by the ancient in her religioas 
Aſſemblies, both at their ordinary Prayers, and"zt the Commu- 159 Þ: 15%, 
nion-ſervice. Howſoever, I ſhall be forced to ſay ſomething cor» 
cerning this matter under the following particular. 


(5) Which is this : That the Primitive Chriftians m_ 
on the Lords days, and for the fpace of 5© days between 
a and Whitſunday they obſerved yet at other times 


ſed the gefiure of Kneeling attheis publick Devotions. 
will appear from a Decree pals'd in the firſt genera} Council af- 
ſembled at Nice, m words to this cfieQ ; Becenſe there are ſome Car 25 cho 


which Kneel on the Lords day, and in the days of Pentecoft, ( that the year 375. 
is, between. Eater and Whisfunday ) it is therefore ordained by - 

this boly Synod, that when we pay owe Vous wee the Lordin Prayer, 

we obſerve # Standing geſture, ts the end that s uniform and apreenble 

Cuftons may be maintamed or ſecured through atl » By which 

Canon provifion was made againſt Kaceling, not as if it were an 
inconvenient and unbecoming geltuee to be ufed at alb in <e 
publick Worſhip of God, but onely as being an i and ' 
unhe poſtaxe to be uſed at ſuch particokar times and. occaſrons 
as is there ſpecified, viz. on the Lords days, and the Feaſt of 
Pentecoſt z when for any Chriftiar to ſtand, was to cwhs the 
general Cuſilom and Practice of the Church at that time : Foy 
this Council did not ( you muſt note ) inwodace and cfiablifh 
any new thing in the Chuech, bat onely cndeavouece by its an- 
thotity to keepalive and in credit an ancient Cuſtom, which 
they faw began to be negleed by fore Chriſtians. \And from 
that chauſe in the Canon, Becauſe there are ſame which Knee! on the 
Lords day and in the days of Pentecoſt; &«c. we may with good. 
reaſon infer, that Kneeling was the potture chat was 
uſed at other times in ther mligious Afſemblics. For if Stan- 
ding had been generally obſerved by all Churches in time of Di- 
vine Service at all other times as well as thoſe mentioned in the 
Decree , what occafon or neceſſity had there been: for ſuch an 
hajuaction, whereby all Chriſtians were obliged to do thar which 

. they 
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conſtantly and univerſally did before ? There is a paſſage 
in the Author of the Queſtions and Anſwers in Fuſtin Martyr, 
* which will put this matter out of doubt , and give us the rea- 
Reſponſ. aa ſon why they altered" their poſture on the Lords day : It is 
queſt. 115. p. ( faith he ) that by this means we may be put in mind both of our 
458. Fall by Sin , and our Reſurreion and Reftitmion by the Grace of 
Chriſt : that for ſix days we pray upon our Knees , is in token of our 
Fall by Sin; but that on the Lords day we do not bow the Knee, 
doth ſymbolically repreſent our Reſurrefiion, 8&&c, This he. there 
tells us was a Cuſtom derived from the very times of the Apo- 
files 3 for which he cites Irenew in his Book concerning Eafter. 
That it was ancient, appears from Tertulian, who lived in the 
An.Dom. 198. {ame Age with Irexexs, and ſpeaks of it as if it had been cfta- 
bliſh'd by Apoſtolical Authority, or at leaſt by Cuſtom had ob- 
Die dominico tained the force of a Law 3 for theſe are his words : We eftrem 
jejunium nefas jt a aft of wickedneſs or villany, either to Faſt or Kiel on the 
rages bog Lords day. Which intimates too, that Faſting and Kneeling in 
ad. > their publick Worſhip, were both lawful and cuſtomary at other 
Tert. de Cor. timies.. To whoſe Teſtimony if we joyn that of another Fa- 
mil. c. 3. 206. ther who lived ſome time ater the firlt general Niceze Council, 
> _— we need not produce any more witnefles to clear- the matter. 
Epiph.expoſir, It is that of Epiphanixs in his Expoſition of the Catholick Faith 3 
Fid.Cathol, p. where he certifies, that the weekly ſtated Faſts ( of Wedneſday and 
r105.cdit.Par. Friday ) were diligently kept by the Catholick, Church the whole 

Flor. An. Dom. year round, excepting the fifty days of Pentecoſt , on which they do 
oeenja your not Kneel,- nor is there-any Faſt appointed. The reaſon of which 
mi ivr» movis Cuſtom was ( as both St. Jerome and St. Auguſtin atteſt ) be- 
Se. Hicronym, cauſe all that ſpace between Eaſter and Whitſunday was a time 
- of joy and triumpb, viz. over Death and the Grave 3 and therefore 
* on theſe days we neither Faſt nor bend our Knees , nor incline and 
; bow down our Bodies , but with our Lord are lifted up to Heaven. 
St. Azguft.Ep, We pray ſtanding ( all that time ) which is a ſign of the Reſtur- 
119.ad Faz. reffion. By which poſture, that is, we fignitie our belict of 
C15. - that Article. From whence we may conclude, that as the Chri- 
ſtians of thoſe firlt Ages did at other times certainly Faſt, ſo they 
did alſo certainly Kneel at their Prayers in their publick and re- 


ligious Aflemblies. 


© (6) Another thing I would have obſerved in order to my 
preſent delign, is this 3 That the Primitive Chriſtians were wont 
rcr 
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| and matter of much joy to this Holy Father, and the Chriſtians 

_ who lived in his days. And from hence I infer, that at other 

times, when they met together for publick Worſhip, (eſpecially 

on days of Faſting) they generally uſed Kneeling, and that at 

So St. Cyprian the Lords Supper, which was adminiltred every day in the Afri- 
before cited. Church, whereof Tertullian was a Presbyter. For if they 

enerally ſtood at all other times of the year in their religious Al- 

emblies, as well at their Prayers as at the Lords Supper, where 

is the priviledge and immunity 2 boaſted ſo much of, and re- 

joyced in, »jz. that they were freed from Kneeling on ſuch days 

and at ſuch certain times? Not to Falt on the Lords day was a 

Priviledge, becauſe they did Faſt on the Week-days 3 and fo ſay | 

of Standing : To Stand on the Lords days, and all the time be- 

tween Eaſter and Whitſunday, could not be thought a ſpecial at 

of favour and the Prerogative of thoſe ſeaſons , if Kneeling 

had not been the ordinary and common Geſture at all other 

times throughout the year. 

Dideclavius his own argument retorted. $i fabant inter And if Kneeling was the 

orandum (vie, Dit Dominico & tots temporis intervallo i= (Genre which the Chri- 

Ee Fo po ep ent * iang did thn 
[ "Danalt. >. 50 # | ; uſe at their Prayers on the 


ntmpe ſittiſſe. - 
Week-days; then in all 
probability , when they received the Sacrament on thoſe days , 
they received in the ordinary poſture. 


The (7th) and laſt particular which I would obſerve relatin 
to this buſineſs, is this : That the Primitive Chriſtians recei 
the Holy Sacrament Praying, The whole Communion Service 
was performed with Prayer and Praiſe. It was with a 

Bs _ general Prayer, —_ the — the whole 
Tert. Apol. c. 39. P. 47- Congregation joyntly prayed for the Univerſal 
9 Conſt Apoſt Peace and Welfare of the Church, for the Tran- 

2. C $7. Þ. 881. Cſs lit and the quictnefs of the Warld be 
Hom. xt. in 2. cap. Epiſt. 1. | 0—a-ty quietneſs of t orld, for 1 

Tim. rofperit y of the A e , for wholeſome Weather and 

fratful Seaſons , for Kings and « 

all in Authority, &c. The Elements were ſanGtificd by a folemn 

* De Sacr. lib.4. Benedition, the form whereof is ſet down by St. Ambroſe; and 

© $-P-435 the whole aQtion was concluded with Prayer and Thankſgiving. 

See Dr. Cavi's But that which more particularly affe@ts the matter in hand, is, 

Chriſtianicy c, {at the Miniſter uſed a Prayer at the delivery of the Sacrament , 

11. Þ. 347+ to 


—_ 


=." 


” = 


"© Of Knling or the ly Sacrin " 
eo exch Commanians, to hich everyone ut ae nega 


ie Apoſtolical- Conflitutions, though in ſome things much 
corrupted and adulterated , yet in many things are very ſound , 
and in this particular ſcem to expreſs the moſt Ancient PraQtice 
of the Church. . For there we find this Account. 


i theſe rg Le the Rip wet wn ig nome D/Grs what Su 
Sacrifice (by which name-the Holy Sa- FOI Sd. Pp. 
Te Tio dody of Primitive times) ane ; _—— - 

wy { of Cbvift : and 'let et Canes oy 6 17 4 
bow hes rendved (os Armen. Then let a \ Eaca ras 
the Deacon taky the Cup, and at the de- 
x bp The Blond of Chriſt, the Cap of Life \ -and let bim that 
Now it cannot be denied but that theſe Conſiitutions. 
-are in many adulterated , yet it is allowed on the other 
hand, that in many things they are very ſincere, and convey to 
noche pars Paifice-of che mid oat Euigs That they give a 
true and ſound account in this matter to the Sacrament, 
wernay teſt fully ſatisfied, from the concuring Evidence of other 
ancient Writers who lived in the fourth Century: ' 
For' both St. Ambroſe and Lats foe 
make expreſs mention of the peoples (a 
when the — ND 
St. Auſtin ſpeaks of it as univerſally practiſed by the 
Church of Chriſt when the Cup was deliv:red. 
And there is a very remarkable aſſage recorded by 
Exſebins in his ſtical Hiſiory, which be- . 
agony appaſce to ons puepale, tall tet grew hn heels of 


nn a Presbyter of the Church of Rome, having renoun- 
ced the Communion of the Church and the Authority of his 
rightful Bilhop Cornelius, (et up for himſelf, and became the head Epiſt. Corel. 7 
ot an unreafonable and unnatural Schiſm , and the berter roſe 77 - 
cure to him the Proſelytes he had gaincd, he altered the uſual (5/4 jo . 
Inn CEC > Wb 25 deevers b 
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tuted. anew Oath which he obliged every Communicant 
res tobe oc res Bro pro 
wicked. aQious ) is paxtiaulazly ; up- 
on him by Corvelize, as the work of all, and 

Necioue 3Þ nic axarwest; 2 Hariue? in the molt villanous Innovetien. When be 
es ew crleowrar crea Eaune ((ays be) 10 off Sacrafices (i.e. to cele> 
{euytc, x; arm 7 ime hed 31 p—- brate the Lords Supper) and to diſtribute to 
9 15 Andy Srimarige woft Leriner, ery ene bis part, at the delivery of it he con- 
ſtrained thoſe perſons mbe Uy fided with 

bim oO _— , ary a big <r- Praiſes accor- 
ng to ext ons 1 inftead of ſaying forced every Commu- 
— received the Bread, to ſay, I will never return to Cor- 


Cup to the 
| Chril, and The Bloxd of our Lord Feſiu Chriſt proferne thy Bady and 

Sonl ta everlaſting life, &c. which lat Clauſe way added by latter 

times, by way of cxplication, to that (hoxt Form which the Pri 

mitive Ghurch uſed : avd ſusely it's every Chriſtians intereſt, as 

well as his duty, to joyn withthe Miniſter in {ach a Prayer, and 

return a hearty Amen tO it. 

| will now briefly Cam up the Evidence that hath been 


| duced out of Antiquity in juſtification of Kneeling at the 
Communion acconin ing ta the cuſtom and predtice of our Chusch; 
and obſerve where it us to tix, and what to. reſolve upon. 


And in this order it lies : Sitting was adjudged by the ancient 
Catholick Church a very unkt and irreverent to be uſed 
in time of Divine Service, when they were engaged in 
theW of Gad 3 the Holy Sacramzat was eftecmed the matt 

. Colemn or Branch of Chrittian Worſhip z The Primitive 
* Chaiſtians geherally uſed Nanding at their publick Devotions, 
onely on the Lords days, and all that ſpace of time that falls he- 
tween Eaſter and Whitſunday 3 At all other times in their relgi- 
ous Aſſemblies Kneeling was their Worſhipping poſture 3 and they 
were wont to meet and receive the Lords Supper every day, and 
particularly on their ſtated Weekly Faſts, which they kept every 
Wedneſday and Friday, when to Rand was thought as great an 
irregularity, as to kneel was on the Lords day : IE 
| Y 


We x . 
i P26 4 


F of Pray- 


a” f ® A - - 4 5 4 
þ4 7 l . » - ; S- 4 4 by d 
o hy : p , 4 L *. 
» n , : 1 Ct ” 
= | o \ 
* % 


of xoceivi yan, Key wed iz muſt be 


.And from hence | gaches, that on- their commorrand ordinary 
days (when there was no ar reaſon to invite or | 


re. They uſed one and the fame por 
both at their Prayers and at the 


think they did net ebferve one apd the 
nnkes. * ais./ that 25 ar ſuch times they 


times to Kneel (as we do) at the 
never did Knee! at all, or that ſuch a po- 
nor heard of, but excluded from their Con- 
advocates for Sitting have confidently 


Rn 


orld. 


(2.) But 


| Of Kneeling at the Holy Sacrameit. 


 SOIVTINE LAotT 'G3IM 5 
(2.) But (ſecondly , Suppoſe theyincver did. Kneel'as wedo, 
yet this is molt certain, that thy received the Lords Supperin an 
adoring poſture 3 which is the ſame thing, and will ſufficiently 
jaſtihe the preſent practice of our.Chorch, as being agreeable to 
that of pure Antiquity. Forthe propt of this; numerons teſti- 
monies both of Greek and batipe Fathers might bralledged, but 
| will content my (cif (and b hope. the Reader too) with a few 
of each ſort, which are (o far and cx - that he who will 
except againſt them, will allo with- the ſame face and affurance 
_ againſt the Whirene(s of Snow, and the Light of the Sun 
at Noon-day, 2:9 4 | 1 
St. Cyril, Hie- And firth tox the Greek Fathers, let the teſtimony of St. Cyri 
——— be heard, than which nothing can be mote plain and ro 
ſus finem. Pa. OVr t%.2qpa This holy Father in a place before cited, gives in- 
riſ.edit.p.244- ions to Communicants how to' behave themſelves when 
they approach the Lords Table, -and that in the a@ of receiving 
both the Bread and the Wine. - At the receiving of the Cup he 
Kine x, 725m, adviſes thus: Approach ((ays he) nat rudely ftretching forth thy 
ds are xi bands, but bowing thy ſelf, and in a poſture of Warſhip and Adorzti- 
2 m* 'aulw. gy, ſaying Amen, To the ſame purpole St. Chryſoffome (peaks in 
P- 245-4. his 14th Homily on the firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians $ Where he 
-provokes and excites the Chriſtians of his time, to an awful and 
reverential deportment at the Holy Communion, by the cxampli 
Matth.2.1;11. of the Wiſe men who adored our Saviour in-his Infancy, 
this manner : This Body the Wiſe men reverenced even when «1ay 
. in the Manger, and approaching thereuntos, wor- 
kuarigouper mines iailie ty vejtajen 1% ſhipped it with fear and great trembling. Les 
radix F wy np js therefore who are Citizens of Heaven, ini« 
«ec iTv;4, <undien why ons —_—_ tate at leaft theſe Barbarians. But thou ſteft 
CE Te pane OOF his Body, not in Manger, bit oxithe Altar 3 
: not beld by a Woman, - but by the Prieft, $ic. 
Let ws therefore flir up oxr ſelves, and be borribly afraid, and manifeſt 
a much greater Reverence than thoſe Barbarians, leſt coming lightly 
and at a venture, we beap fire on oxr beads. In wathes plies 
<1r6men, x wi- fame Father cxpreſly bids them to fall down and communicate , 
p2, ' when the Table was prepared, and the King himſelf prefent : and 
4 ne "aq in Order to beget in their minds great and awful thoughts cone 
Ephef. in mo- cerning that Holy and Myſterious Feaſt, he further adviſes them, 
ral. p. 1151. that when they ſaw the Chancal doors opened, then they ſhould ſuppoſe 
Heaven 
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ded, RA ee ee ee red. 
havioar at the Lords Table, and by giving their attendance to 
.the folemnity. With the —_— theſe ancient | 
riters Theodores. concurs, who in a Dialogue between an Ortho» glee. a. D; 
dox Chriſtian and an Heretick , introduces Orthedoxwe thus dif- 440. 
cour ſing concerning the Lords Supper. The Symbols 
or fi gns/in the Sacrament (viz. Breed and Wine) depart not from 
their proper natuce,for they abidein their former Eflence,8& tetain 
their tormer ſhape and form 3 and approve themſelves both to our 
light andtouch to be what they. were before : but they are confide- Novimus N dm 
red for ſuch as they are made, (that is,with reſpe® to their Spiritual wm 4 ame” þ 
tion, and chat Divine uſe to which they were conſecrated )-47m + « cacire 
and are believed and adored 4s thoſe very things which they are believed * im mor 
to be. Which words clearly import thus much, that the conſecrated Dialog, . To. 
Elenients were received with aGeſture of Adoration,and withal af- \ —_ 
ſure us, that ſuch a carriage at the Sacrament was not built upon 
theDodtrine of Tranſubſantiation.For there isnot a clearer inſtance 
in O_ny gs that ablurd DoQtrine which the Church of 
R ome (0 obitinately believes at this day,than whatThbeodaret furniſh- 
eth us with in the words above mentioned. Latily, (to-produce no 
more out of the GreckFathers) that ſtory which GregoryNeziouzen Gregor. Nox, . 
relates concerning his Sitler Gorgonia, will ſerve to corroborate Orar. in | 
what hath been ſaid , viz. That being fick, and having made uſe = b>197- 
of ſeveral Remedies to no purpole, at laſt ſhe+ reſolved upon ,,,. Flor. Ar. 
this courſe: In the tilneſs of the night ſhe repaired to the pub- Dom: 370. * 
lick Church, and being provided with ſome of the conſecrated 
Elements which (he had reſerved at home, fbe fell down on ber 
Knees before the Altar , and with a loud voice icated him 
whom ſhe adored, and in concluſion was made hole. I am not 
much concerned whether the Reader (hall think fit to believe or 
cenſure the Miracle ; but it's certain, that this famous Biſhop hath 
x f5n, mgIITgUT his Siſtex for the method (he u- 
ed for her recovery, and which ſpeaks home to my 3 It's 
clearly intimated that this pious Woman did , or,uſe an 
adoring poſture at leaſt when (he eat the Sacramental Bread.. And 
there, is no doubt to be made but Gorgonis in Communicating ob- 
ſerved the ſame that others y did in publick : She 
did that in her which all were wont todo in their 
healch when they came to the Lords Table 3, i. e. py >" 
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Knee. For it is not to be jmagined that at fuch a time us this, 


when ſhe came to beg {o great a Bleſſing at Gods hands in the 
ick Charch at the Alear, filed by the Ancients the Place of 
$ 


m 


Prayer, ſhe would be galley of any irregularity, and wſtd a ſingu 
lar Poſture different from what was generally uſed by Chritt 
when they came to the ſarne phce to Communicate ard Pray 0- 
ver the great Propiciatory Saertfhce 3 which they eftremed the 
moſt powerfal and effectaal way of Praying, the rnoft likely © 
render God propirious, and'to preveil with him above ull 
Prayers which they offered it any other tirne, or in avy other 
place. $0 much for the rftimonies of the Gretk Fathers, who 
were men famous for Learning and Picty in their gertradions , 
and great Lights end Ornaments m the Ancient Charch. With 
theſe che Larae Farhers perfeQly zprec in their judgernencs ton-" 
cerning our preſent ſubject, And of theſe 1 will mention. 
ewo (though more might be produced) for brevity , und 
they very eminent and illuſtrious perfons, held m eftcermby 
the then preſent Age wherein they Fourih'd, all facceed- 
Flor: A. D. ing Generations. The firſt is St. #mrir*ſe Biſhop of Millan, in a 
370. Book he wrote concerning the Holy Spirit, where inquiritg after 
| Plal.$8-PL. 99. che meaning, of the Plalinift when he exhorts men to exakt the 
$ inourTran. 7 rd and to worſhip his Foot-ſtool, he gives us the fehce in theſe 
Anbroſ. de 3p. words : That it ſeems to belong unto the myſtery of our Lords 
Sto, 1.3. c-12. Incarnation 3 and then proceeds to ſhew for what reaſon ft 
be accommodated to that Myfterie : and at 
concludes thus : By the Footſtool therefore is'the earth 
v0 be wh and by the earrh+be Body of Chrift , 
& Which at this dey too we adore in the Sacrament, and 
which tbe worſhipe im the Lord Feſtus, 8c. 
On the very fathe words St. Anttin (Bifttp of Hip- 
po.) comments, ant! tn te fave prep For 
thus he reſolves that Qudition , how vr iin what the-extth 
his Footftoo} thy 'be worftipped withoat Itmpiery Becauſe be 
took earth of the earth, for fleſh of Oh rarth ; and -be 100k, fiſh of the 
fleſh of Mary, nil be cunife be converfen bere in the fleſh and pave ws bis 
Nemo carnem fleſh to eat wits Sulvation. there is none who enveth that 
lam mandu- fleſh, but firſt wwiſhippeth. We have foxrntl rhen bow this Foufool 
cat, niſi prius gg4y, be adored 3 fo that 'we ave fo far from ſhtning by adoring, that 
wbormeri, ng Ne jodgrntns then 
we really fm of 4we-tv ot Hitore. Tn PR_ th o 
theſe Pritnitive Bilkops, we may tawfully atiore ur the Myſteries, 


_ though no or the . 7 x = 

\ the Creator in ay prune 
ro reap ny mater a5 x late Proreſtane Writerof Pþ 
prime Quality and —_———— ———— 


ap ern 
—_ upright, © and cat and drank at the, Lords Table 

with thelr _ lifred up to Heavenz then they were 
guieyothconny, as w - xy/whe ne BOIINS in 
padgement of thoſe Scetch Caſmiſts bar, nd 


ing at the Holy Communion, according to the Guſtorn of our 
Mo eames Meds a 
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Giles. od Primitive Chriſtians : eſpecially flanding, which i >: Ti by 
_ R—_ Po. be Patrons of Sitti to be anciently and moſt. yulſcd in 
Diſc time of Divine Worthip , and particularly in the at of Recei- 

93+ vine; 
I [elentals all with-an Inſtance in their own Caſc about a 
common Table-geſlure. Suppole the Primitive Chriſtians we m 


w—egh which i foppole* preſent, 
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4 hemegr, bt pr 00k as they who-raife the Obj 1 

= for if they do not make out theſe particulars, they talk at ran- 
dom, and ſay nothing to the purpole. And what are the clear 
and undeniable Proofs (for ſuch 1 am ſure chey ought to be in 
this caſe) which they produce to make good this CG a 
Kneeling? No other mc my beſt ſearch 
into the Writings of the moſt learned Ad for Sitting : 


one 
Il acknow- . 


in ing 
This is Didoclave alias Calderwood his Account ; which is ſo 
blind and confuſed, and inconfiltent with it ſelf, that it proves 
nothing, but that the Author had a great mind to ſay ſomewhat 
to the purpoſe, but knew not what or how. It was unknown, 
he faith, to the Church for a thouſand years ; and again, not 
known till Tranſubfſtantiation {j up and grew to Maturity 3 
and again, never uſcd till the time of Pope Honeriw, who lived 
about the beginning of the Thirteenth Century, and came to the 
Papacy in the year 1216 it's firange to me how Knec- 
ling at the Sacrament be known about a thouſand years 
after Chriſt, and-yet never uſed till the year 12 16,or thereabouts : 
This is all one with ſaying, Playing 
maybe nnuacas hay wh , | 
t then Organs were never play'd upon till King James came 
to the Crown. And then again, though Kneeli py ne 
in by Antichriſt, it was not in by Honoriay, but in his time 
onely. All the light therefore that this Author (who hath taken 
as much pains, and ſhewed as much Learning as any man what- 
. ſever in defence of Sitting) affords us, is onely this : That Knee- 
wr (brag, 14. Dm ungud Mer oy am er vr 
tell when; Oy 08 ehge, Aae6s ING Io 
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03 if =* he Hor rg ey 
F Ee the Biſiop of Rome, chen he 
oiat of « they themſchves being Judges. Becauſe 
peeſly affirm, that Kneeling was never praQtifed before 
_ wrixe/his time 3-and even then it was not inſtituted by him; but 
by ſomebody clfrs But if by the man of (mand AmtichritÞ, they 
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' king we have to the Pattern of their which liking doth 
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